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ABSTRACT
Dropout is one of the problems many public education systems face all around the
world. In Malm-vi, the problem worsened after l 994 when primary education was made
free and an influx of children came into the system. Soon after, the children started to
quit. It is estimated that about 10 per cent of the children who were enrolled into primary
school that year dropped out during the first six months of the school year. This trend is
still going on, sometimes with as little as 25 percent completion rate (to the last class of
the cycle).
The study sought to provide an overview of the magnitude and possible causes of
the problem in a district south of the country, in the light of literature available on the
topic from within and outside Malawi. The study examined five schools in the district in
terms of enrollment and dropout trends. It also administered a questionnaire to drop out
as well as in-school children. Lastly the survey interviewed parents who have children
who dropped out and Head teachers of the five schools.
Generally, poverty, which is in this case comprise lack of food, good clothes and
personal care and small school items top the chart in terms of causes. Handling of
children by teachers comes second. School infrastructure, much as it is emphasized in
other studies, did not come up as an important factor in this case. Again, despite much
speculation on the potential of HIV/AIDS as a factor of the poverty in the area, the study
did not have enough information to establish the link between HIV/AIDS, poverty and
therefore, drop out. Perhaps it is an area that requires a different inquiry altogether.
There was also little evidence for the speculation that children drop out of school to look
after their sick relatives.

pregnancies, and failing in grades (classes). They associate dropouts with unacceptable
social behaviors. Half of all prisoners, they say, are dropouts. As remedies, it suggests
helping the children with their personal problems, giving chance to students who become
pregnant to continue with school, and helping students make right choices in life.
In an analysis of the Indian FPE situation by the World Bank (1996), indications
are that there is still work to be done. 1t indicates that despite education being free and
compulsory, there are still many children out of school, and that drop out rate is very high
especially in the rural areas. Girls seem to be affected more than boys. Some of the
underlying causes being inadequate schools, inadequate teachers, inadequate and poor
school facilities, poverty (national and individual) and others. f ndia, however is trying to
rectify these problems. Of special interest is the incentive package to pupils, which
include free lunch, free uniform, scholarships to girls, and others. In a survey conducted
by the Ministry of Education in Malawi, in collaboration with UNICEF, the very issues
of poor or lack of classrooms, shortage and poor caliber of teachers, poverty, and socio
cultural issues are cited as problems in implementing FPE. It attributes the drop out of
300,000 children six months after implementation of FPE to failure of the system to meet
their expectations. The study, however, is a comprehensive one. It combines document
analysis and field study. It is an in-depth analysis of FPE in Malawi, discussing it from
its inception to implementation and evaluation. It actually isolates experiences and
lessons learnt from them. A presentation of the various players in the program is made,
drawing a picture that depicts collaboration between stakeholders. The study, however,
tends to be more optimistic in that it does not dwell much on the negative experiences.
Rather, it focuses more on what has been achieved and what the way forward will be.

Chapter 3

3.0 METHODOLOGY
3.0 Overview
This study, like the one conducted by the Ministry of Education and UNICEF,
investigates why many of the children who enroll in school end up dropping out. It
ventures to do so by means of an actual field survey. Unlike the mentioned study, which
treats the question as part of a larger analysis of the free primary education, this study
intends to restrict itself to the issue in question. It also restricts itself to a particular
geographical area, a district, trying to find out if what other studies have found out holds
true to this district as well. The chapter provides a general overview of the design,
population and samples, the instruments and modes of analysis used, and the limitations
there are to the study.
3 .1

Study design
As indicated above, this study made use of data obtained raw from the field. This

data was collected and analyzed qualitatively, with some quantitative elements aimed at
achieving a remarkable degree of accuracy and reliability of results. Below are the details
of the design of the study.
3 .1.1

Population and setting
The study intended to solicit information from grass root stakeholders. These

were from the chosen schools and their communities and included children in and out of
school and parents. This is a group of people within the influence of the chosen schools.
Generally, many people in Malawi are poor, with an average GNP annual per capita
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Table 14
Punishments
Type
Sweeping/CleaninJ:;
Clearing
Pit digging
Returning
Running
Corporal

# of respondents

9

Discussion:

The drop out children reported that teachers largely administered harsh
punishments and quite commonly (about 70% of the respondents) the outlawed corporal
types that actually inflict bodily pain. For those types that are acceptable, sometimes the
magnitude and duration is not acceptable. Some respondents indicated punishment
durations of up to whole school day. A small percentage indicated that they are some
times returned from school as punishment for an offence especially late coming.
Interpretalion:

Teachers' conduct and handling of pupils is an area that has more impact on pupils'
attitude towards school. Leading on the list of punishments usually used by teachers is
the outlawed corporal. Where the other 'acceptable' types were used, the magnitude was
often reported to be disproportional to offence or age of the offender. This, according to
the drop out children, contributed very much to their dropping out.
i) Children's background
Introduction

Background of children is very crucial to their staying in school. The financial,
material and moral support they get from their guardians and the entire domestic setting

Table 16
Sample
size

13

Hunger

Lack of clothes

10

Bad/ inadequate
classrooms

Lack
of desks

Teacher's
cruelty

9

2

2

5

Table 16 (continued)
No
Lack
Water
of toilets
at sch.
at sch.

0

Teacher's sex
abuse

1

IGAs/
Employment

Distance
to sch.

Marriage

Pregnancy

Death of
Guardian

Other

4

2

0

0

5

2

Key: Trs = Teachers

Other = I - laziness

2- fond of fighting

Interpretation
80% of the children cited hunger as the main factor for their dropping out. 69%
cited lack of clothes while 38% indicated teachers' cruelty. Death of parents and/or
dependable relatives got 38%. However, death of parents /relatives would just entail the
coming of the other factors already looked at. Income generating activities got 30%. This
tells how desperate the children and their families are for income to sustain life. (It should
be noted that respondents were allowed to choose as many factors as they felt relevant to
their situation). Issues of school infrastructure mattered less here, largely because many
schools in the sample received rehabilitation. No drop out reported doing so because of
early marriage and pregnancies.
Discussion:
Children in the schools under study and in most of the schools in Chiradzulu face
problems that are poverty rooted. Hunger, lack of clothes, lack of parental support and
others frustrate children and compel them to drop out of school. General poverty that is
prevalent among most rural Malawians, coupled with death and divorce of parents,

I Objective

I Source

I Questions

77

